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OUTLINE FOR THE FINAL MASTER PLAN REPORT



THEORETICAL FOUNDATION AND GUIDING DESIGN PRINCIPLES - HOLISTIC DESIGN

HOLISTIC DESIGN APPROACH

EVOLUTION OF URBAN PARKS IN USA

The relationship between humans and nature was once 
thought to be independent of each other but with research 
development and implementation it is understood, the 
relationship is deeply interdependent. The interaction 
humans have with nature, parks, or natural environments, 
plays an essential role in humans’ overall health and well-
being.

When there is a large emphasis on park systems in cities, 
their main goal is to make sources of nature more readily 
available to the public because nature is a vital component 
to human overall health. Parks are an essential part of 
a city’s infrastructure because of their ability to provide 
nature access and provide health benefits. Due to parks 
varying in size, shape, and character, parks can provide 
a spectrum of opportunities for the public based on their 
natural environment levels. Opportunities that can be 
seen through evidence-based research are improved 
physiological, psychological, social, and overall well-being.

Parks can be sourced as a holistic health engagement 
process due to their overall benefits to humans’ health.

Galen Cranz asserts that parks are vital to cities, serving 
as essential communal spaces for recreation, relaxation, 
and community interaction. The book traces the evolution 
of parks from picturesque landscapes in the 19th century 
to more functional, multipurpose spaces in the 20th and 
21st centuries, reflecting changing societal values and 
urban development trends. Despite these shifts, parks 
continue to be crucial components of urban planning, 
contributing to the health, well-being, and vitality of 
communities.

1982. “The Role of Parks in the City”, The Politics of Park Design:
A History of Urban Parks in America, Galen Cranz



THEORETICAL FOUNDATION AND GUIDING DESIGN PRINCIPLES - INTERGENERATIONAL DESIGN

INTERGENERATIONAL DESIGN APPROACH
Intergenerational design is a design approach that 
emphasizes engagement between generations of people. 
The design approach first gained popularity in the 1990’s 
with its idea of meeting the needs of both the youth and 
elderly in public environments.

The design method focuses on the creation of green 
spaces that respond to age-based needs, enhance 
livability, enable generations to meet, interact, and under 
each other through shared space. Interactions between 
generations can lead to individual health benefits, social 
inclusions, and overall community benefits.

INTERGENERATIONAL
DESIGN OBJECTIVES

ENTICE ALL AGES

ENABLE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

ENGAGE PEOPLE SOCIALLY

Attract and encourage all ages to use parks in 
their community.

Determine the main attractors to parks for an 
array of visitors (ages and ability levels).

Encourage all park users to be active.

Identify the physical or natural elements, 
as well as park characteristics that afford 

physical activity. 

Afford activities that encourage park 
visitors to socially connect with others.

Facilitate intergenerational park use, 
rather than silos of intergenerational 
spaces, identifying opportunities for 

multi-generational or joint participation.



KEY ISSUES, MISSION, CORE VALUES, AND GOALS

MISSION STATEMENTKEY ISSUES

DEER PARK CORE VALUES

PROPOSED GOALS FOR MASTER PLANThe Mission of the City of Deer Park is to deliver exemplary 
municipal services that provide a high quality of life 
consistent with our history, culture, and unique sense of 
community. 



PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN FRAMEWORK

FRAMEWORK LEGEND CITY LEGIBILITY

5 ELEMENTS FOR A CITY

Kevin Lynch’s concept of city legibility, as 
presented in his influential work “The Image 
of the City,” refers to the ease with which 
individuals can navigate and comprehend urban 
environments. Lynch argued that legible cities 
possess distinct landmarks, clear pathways, and 
recognizable nodes that contribute to a cohesive 
mental map for residents. This idea underscores 
the importance of urban design in creating 
cities that are not only physically navigable but 
also psychologically accessible, enhancing the 
overall quality of life for their inhabitants.



GREEN SPACE NETWRK AND PRIORITY AREAS FOR NEW PARKS

GREEN SPACE CONNECTIONS

PRIORITY AREAS LEGEND

PRIORITY AREAS FOR NEW PARKS

GREEN SPACE NETWORK LEGEND

The green space network in Deer Park is thoughtfully 
organized into six distinct categories, encompassing 
city-owned land, easements, and privately owned land. 
Notably, a substantial portion of privately owned land is 
concentrated in the Industrial District, situated north of 
Highway 225, while the remaining five categories of open 
green space are located south of the highway. 

Before implementing any enhancements to parks and 
recreational open spaces, a thorough analysis of the 
existing green network’s interconnectivity is crucial. 
While the map reflects an equitable distribution of parks 
and recreational facilities across the city, the challenge 
lies in the uneven distribution of green space acreage. 
Addressing this issue is paramount to cultivating a more 
balanced and accessible green infrastructure throughout 
Deer Park.

A more balanced and accessible green infrastructure will 
not only enrich the quality of life for residents but also 
reinforce Deer Park’s commitment to sustainable urban 
living. As the city continues to grow, thoughtful planning 
and strategic enhancements to the Green Space 
Network will play a pivotal role in fostering a resilient, 
vibrant, and interconnected community.

Utilizing ParkServe data for Deer Park, areas in need 
of a park system intervention are categorized into very 
high priority, high priority, and moderate priority. This 
classification is determined by factors such as population 
density, density of low-income households, density of 
people of color, air pollution respiratory hazard, urban 
heat islands, and health, emphasizing the importance 
of ensuring that all residents are within 
a 10-minute walk to a park for improved 
community well-being.



FIVE THEME DISTRICTS

INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT AREA PARKS

AREA PARKS

AREA PARKS
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CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT

LEARNING DISTRICT

CENTER DISTRICT

NATURE DISTRICT

The industrial district is a dynamic and vital part 
of a city, contributing significantly to its economic 
growth while posing unique challenges related 
to infrastructure, environment, and community 
planning.

Through a seamless blend of the past and present, 
the district endeavors to amplify the significance of 
its heritage, offering both visitors and residents an 
immersive experience that honors and celebrates the 
unique history that defines this charming community.

The Learning District in Deer Park actively involves 
residents in educational programs within neighborhood 
parks. Tailored for the community, it introduces new 
programming to foster social bonds and community 
strengths. By utilizing educational initiatives, the 
Learning District seeks to enhance both individual 
skills and collective connections among the residents 

Situated at the heart of Deer Park, the Center 
District serves as the city’s focal point. This central 
hub features Dow Park, epitomizing the community 
bond and underscoring the significance of outdoor 
programming for both residents and visitors. As the 
heartbeat of the city, the Center District pulsates with a 
sense of shared identity and a commitment to fostering 
a vibrant and inclusive community experience.

The Nature District initiative in Deer Park underscores 
the pivotal role of nature in enhancing the city’s fabric. 
By introducing a greener landscape, the initiative 
not only elevates the quality of life for residents but 
also cultivates a sustainable image for Deer Park in 
comparison to neighboring communities.



CHARACTERISTIC AND FUNCTIONAL CORRIDORS

TYPES OF CORRIDORSTHE VITAL ROLE OF CORRIDORS

CORRIDOR LEGEND

In Deer Park, corridors serve as vital connectors, 
forming a foundational link between different areas of the 
city. The three distinct corridor types—drainage canal 
corridors, street-human corridors, and open green space 
corridors—share the common objective of fostering 
connectivity.

Drainage canal corridors play a crucial role by linking 
green open spaces to the Buffalo Bayou channel, 
effectively managing storm water within the city. Street-
human corridors seamlessly weave together places of 
interest, ranging from local businesses and parks to 
residential homes, creating a comprehensive network 
that enhances accessibility and community engagement. 
Additionally, open green space corridors contribute to the 
synergy of the green network, serving as interconnected 
pathways for both humans and wildlife.

These corridors hold significance in the city’s overall 
analysis as integral components of the green network 
systems and the broader connectivity infrastructure. 
Their vertical and horizontal alignment throughout Deer 
Park not only ensures efficient storm water management 
but also enhances the overall accessibility and 
interconnectedness of the city, promoting a harmonious 
balance between urban development and natural 
elements.

Deer Park features a diverse array of corridors, 
including Concrete vs. Green drainage canals, Civic 
vs. Commercial corridors, and green open space 
corridors. Each corridor type plays a vital role in the 
seamless interconnection of the city—facilitating the 
efficient movement of storm water, linking people to 
various destinations, and connecting green spaces for 
both aesthetic and environmental benefits.



COMMUNITY AMENITIES AND HUBS

ROLE OF COMMUNITY AMENITIES

COMMUNITY DYNAMICS IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY AMENITIES LEGEND

The community amenities in Deer Park are primarily 
concentrated along the Center Street corridor and the 
western side of the city. This alignment is closely tied to 
Center Street’s role as the main commercial thoroughfare. 
Historical markers, divided into Texas and Deer Park 
categories, are centrally located at the intersection of Center 
Street and East 13th Street. Preserving these markers is 
vital for upholding Deer Park’s cultural heritage and unique 
identity.

Furthermore, strategic placement of daycares and senior 
living facilities is essential to inform intergenerational design 
programming. Identifying suitable areas accessible to both 
the youth and senior community ensures a thoughtful and 
inclusive approach to community planning. By pinpointing 
these facilities, we can foster a sense of community cohesion 
and facilitate interactions between different age groups, 
enriching the overall community experience.

Community amenities are vital contributors to the 
overall quality of life for residents, playing a pivotal 
role in fostering the well-being of a community. 
Community amenities collectively shape a community 
into a multifaceted and thriving environment. Beyond 
meeting basic needs, these amenities contribute to a 
community’s identity, social cohesion, and the overall 
happiness and satisfaction of its residents, creating a 
space that people are proud to call home.



CONNECTIVITY AND MULTI-LEVEL TRAIL SYSTEM

CONNECTIVITY SYSTEM POINTS OF INTEREST

PROPOSED CONNECTIVITY SYSTEM

The existing hike-bike trails consists of 1.7 miles of 
decomposed granite trails. 
The proposed trail system will add 22.7 miles of 
connectivity opportunities. 



PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN FRAMEWORK

FRAMEWORK LEGEND CITY LEGIBILITY

5 ELEMENTS FOR A CITY

Kevin Lynch’s concept of city legibility, as 
presented in his influential work “The Image 
of the City,” refers to the ease with which 
individuals can navigate and comprehend urban 
environments. Lynch argued that legible cities 
possess distinct landmarks, clear pathways, and 
recognizable nodes that contribute to a cohesive 
mental map for residents. This idea underscores 
the importance of urban design in creating 
cities that are not only physically navigable but 
also psychologically accessible, enhancing the 
overall quality of life for their inhabitants.



RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS AND RENOVATIONS FOR EXISTING PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES



LOCATION OF TARGET PARK SITES

TARGET SITE DESIGNS BY STUDENTS

TARGET SITE DESIGN LEGEND

Deer Park boasts 28 community parks, with the Texas A&M Landscape 
Architecture and Urban Planning department collaborating with the city to 
craft a comprehensive master plan for the next decade. As a result, 17 of 
these parks have undergone development or renovation to better serve the 
needs of the community.



CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT - ART PARK

MUNICIPAL COURT AND THEATER
In the planned cultural and arts district, the focus is on 
revitalizing the current municipal court, theater, and 
fire department complex. The municipal court building 
will be converted into the Art Park Platers Theater, 
while the court itself will move to the south-west corner, 
optimizing space.

The fire department building is set to become a modern 
Black Box Theater. This redevelopment 
aligns with the city’s dedication to cultivating 
a vibrant cultural scene in the 
proposed district.



CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT - ART PARK



CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT - ART PARK

PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITIES



CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT - ART PARK



CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT - ART PARK



CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT - ART PARK



CULTURAL-ARTS DISTRICT - ART PARK



NATURE DISTRICT - WHITE TAIL PARK, PATRICK’S BAYOU

PATRICK’S BAYOU DETENTION POND
In the planned nature district, the main goal is to 
conserve natural elements while incorporating 
more green spaces, vegetation, and educational 
opportunities about nature. The detention pond, 
situated at the northernmost point under the 225 
Highway, currently serves to manage water during 
storms/flooding. Eventually, stormwater will flow north 
to the Buffalo Bayou Canal.

The White Tail Park proposal aims to enhance 
recreational opportunities by preserving its 
natural elements and introducing 
additional green spaces for public 
enjoyment and exploration.



NATURE DISTRICT - WHITE TAIL PARK, PATRICK’S BAYOU

LEGEND



NATURE DISTRICT - WHITE TAIL PARK, PATRICK’S BAYOU



NATURE DISTRICT - WHITE TAIL PARK, PATRICK’S BAYOU



LEARNING DISTRICT - DEER MEADOWS PARK

DEER MEADOWS PARK
In the planned learning district, our objective is to foster 
a culture of lifelong learning within the community. 
Deer Meadows, a frequently visited area due to its 
orientation and amenities, offers various physical 
activity programming such as volleyball, basketball, and 
playgrounds. The renovation of Deer Meadows seeks 
to maintain these recreational elements while also 
enhancing learning opportunities, particularly by delving 
into the rich history of the City of Deer Park.



LEARNING DISTRICT - DEER MEADOWS PARK

LEGEND



LEARNING DISTRICT - DEER MEADOWS PARK



LEARNING DISTRICT - DEER MEADOWS PARK



CENTER DISTRICT - DOW PARK

DOW PARK
Situated at the heart of the city, the Center District is 
anchored by Dow Park, a sprawling 40-acre expanse 
serving as the quintessential central park for both 
visitors and residents of Deer Park. Dow Park is home 
to vital community hubs such as the Aquatics Center, 
City Hall, and Community Center. The proposed 
renovations for Dow Park are poised to invigorate 
community engagement while seamlessly integrating 
natural elements into the landscape. The design 
ethos revolves around revitalizing existing 
park features and infusing innovative 
programming ideas throughout the 
park grounds, ensuring a vibrant 
and dynamic space for all.



CENTER DISTRICT - DOW PARK

LEGEND



CENTER DISTRICT - DOW PARK



CENTER DISTRICT - DOW PARK




